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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London: eS Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 291. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal,” 
Samples, 








Date. | Page. 





Cotton Goods sold in Turkey ve “en on ...| 29th Oct. 1908 | 204 
Bean Oil from Japan .. oe oce oge ont ha a 184 
Filasse produced from Ramie fibre éte ose ose oo | See he 129 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . APY. bic abe ‘ot % m 128 
Natal grown Maize ... otie 90s one ent os x 130 
Cloaks and Jacket worn at Mosul ... eee ee ... | 24th Sept. 606 
Tobacco-seeds from Smyrna... at | San of 577 
Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople 1Uth 532 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 

American make, sold in Bahia... i bie —— 466 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang ... = u 487 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm 

in Argentina... ... | 16th July 136 
Shelf Hardware of American ‘make ‘sold in Canada vee | oo - 107 
Polishing Grass from Antung ane ove coe coe | on ‘9 139 
Antimony refined at Wuchow | 2nd ,, 35 
Cigar and Cigarette Holders made from ‘Coquilho N ats | 

grown in Brazil ond | 25th June 662 
Bolts and Wire-cutting Pincers of German ‘make, sold i in 

Yokohama ... bie bee aati: ae 491 
Native-made Woollens from Konia.. .| 28th May 467 
Paper Pulp manufactured in Trinidad from “ Megass " - 9” 471 
Coffee produced in Angola ... “> we * 419 











*.." Particulars are given on p. 261 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 


Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 75, Basinghall 
Street,. E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
Offices, and of other Colonial Enquiry Offices, will be found on 
pp. 291-2. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive 
White Lead and anaes for the supply and delivery of white 
Stores. ead and miscellanecus stores, as per specifi- 
cations to be seen at the Company's Offices, 
Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. Tenders are to ba sent to the 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 
Secretary marked “ Tender for White Lead,” or as the case may 
be, not later than noon on the 11th November. The Company 
reserve the right to divide the order, also to decline any tender 
without assigning a reason, and do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. For each specification a fee of 11. 1s. is 
charged, which cannot under.any circumstances be returned. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company are 

prepared to receive Tenders for the supply of 
Railway Stores. the following stores, namely :—Ramps, brake 

rigging, signal wire strand, zinc sheets, &c., 
wicks, wire gauze, sieves, &c. Specifications and forms of tender 
may be obtained at the Company’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, 
London, E.C., on payment of the fee for the Specification, which 
payment will not be returned. Tenders must be delivered in 
sealed envelopes, addressed to the Secretary, marked “ Tender for 
Ramps,” or as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m., on the 12th 
November. The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 





CEYLON. 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies, acting on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Ceylon, invite tenders for the supply of 

Sleepers. 80,600 Australian Jarrah wood sleepers. Forms 

of tender and all particulars may be obtained 

on application at the office of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 
Whitehall Gardens, London, S.W., between the hours of 10 and 4 
(Saturdays, 10 and 1), on payment of a deposit of 1/., returnable 
on receipt of a bona fide tender for the whole or part of the supplies 
required. Tenders are to be delivered in sealed envelopes addressed 
to the Crown agents not later than noon on the 16th November, 
endorsed ‘Tender for Sleepers, Ceylon Railways.” The Crown 
Agents do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 


CANADA. 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm claiming to be in close touch with merchants 
buying large quantities of wheat wish to get into touch with 
Canadian exporters of grain. 

_ A London firm are prepared to appoint agents in Canada for the 
sale of agricultural implements. 

A Yorkshire firm of bunting, flag and banner manufacturers wish 
to extend business connections with Canada. 





Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA-—continued, 


A Staffordshire manufacturer of glazed white, pearl, printed, art 
colour enamels, and majolica tiles ; also slabbed hearths and panels, 
&c., wishes to appoint an agent of high standing in Canada. 

A London manufacturer of preserved candied peel makes enquiry 
concerning openings in Canada. 

An enquiry has been received from a Liverpool manufacturer of 
all descriptions of leather goods for the names of persons in Western 
Canada willing to take up their representation. 

A Staffordshire correspondent, claiming to be in touch with all 
the English makers of pottery, desires to be placed in communica- 
tion with Canadian firms prepared to supply the United Kingdom 
market with cobalt as a colouring base for pottery. 

A Manchester manufacturer of steel rods for drawing out into 
wire desires to hear from Canadian manufacturers of steel v wire, with 
a view to business. 

A London firm of merchants dealing in desiccated coconut, 
shelled nuts of al! kinds, spices, cochineal, and other articies used 
in making biscuits, cakes, &c., wish to increase business connec- 
tions in Canada. 

Enquiry is made by a firm of engineers and motor manufacturers 
near London for the names of persons in Canada willing to 
represent them for the sale of their reversing gear for motor boats. 

A London firm manufacturing screws of all kinds, terminals and 
all small turned work for engineers and electricians wish to increase 
business connections in Canada. 

A Swansea correspondent, an agent for the placing of mineral 
properties and procuring capital for their development ; also for 
the disposing of ores and minerals of all kinds (copper, gold, silver, 
nickel, lead, zinc, iron pyrites, &c.), wishes to hear from persons in 
Canada to whom he could be of service. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Montreal correspondent, stated to have a very good connection 
in the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario, desires to secure the 
representation of some United Kingdom firms exporting goods 
suitable for grocers, druggists, departmental stores, jewellers, &c. 

A Toronto firm make enquiry for the names of some United 
Kingdom buyers of Canadian apples. 

Enquiry is made by a Canadian firm for the names of some 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cashmere hose and worsted 
yarns; also the finer grades of woollen yarns, such as Andalusians, 
beehives, &c., prepared to do business with them. 

An Ottawa firm manufactuying ties, &c., make enquiry for the 
names of some United Kingdom manufacturers of poplins, 
bengelines and barotheas, prepared to do Canadian business. 

Enquiry is made by a Toronto correspondent for the names of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of brass and iron bedstead fittings 
and tubings, &e. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A Canadian firm manufacturing piano hammers, washing machines, 
tubs, and barrel churns, desire to be placed in touch with United 
Kingdom importers. 

A Montreal correspondent is desirous of being placed in touch 
with United Kingdom firms manufacturing steam supplies, plumb- 
ing supplies, metals, wrought iron and cast iron pipes for steam and 
water, cast iron soil pipes and fittings, sanitary and ornamental tiles, 
electrical supplies, &c., who may require representation in Canada. 

A Canadian firm: wish to get into touch with manufacturers of 
chairs in the United Kingdom. 

An enquiry has been received from a correspondent in the 
Province of Quebec for the names of likely importers in the 
United Kingdom of shanks of wood such as are used in the 
manufacture of boots and shoes. 

Note——For farther information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 

* 


* * 


The following commercial enquiries have been receiyed at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm would like to get into communication with some 
first class Canadian house in a position to sell cleaned Patna rice in 
carload lots. 

A Midlands firm ask to be placed in correspondence with 
Canadian mine-owners and shippers who would be prepared to 
appoint an agent for the sale of copper, nickel, cobalt, manganese, 
ferro-chrome, and tungsten. 

A London firm possessing an established connection among 
buyers of graphite are prepared to represent Canadian producers 
upon commission, and would also like to act as selling agents for 
Canadian producers of mica. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Toronto firm report a good opening for glucose, and would be 
glad to act for some manufacturer not already represented in the 
Dominion. 

A firm of commission and general agents, who have offices in 
London and also in Nova Scotia, are prepared to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers and shippers wishing to develop trade in 
the Dominion. ° 

Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Representative in London of the Commonwealth of Australia 

Cable-tesairing (Captain R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) notifies 

Plant that he has received tender forms, specifica- 

; tions, &c., in connection with a call for tenders 

for the supply of cable-repairing plant required by the Postmaster- 

General’s department. Tenders will be received at the office of the 

Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne, until 3 p.m. on the 
26th January. 

Tender forms, &c., can be obtained, and preliminary deposits. 
made, at the Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, Victoria Street, 
S.W. A copy of the specification and conditions may be seen by 
British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The following trade enquiry has been received at the Offices of 
the Representative in London of the Common- 
wealth of Australia, 72, Victoria Street, S.W., 
whence further information regarding it may 


Commercial 
Enquiry. 


be obtained :-— 

A firm of manufacturers of surgical dressings, &c., are desirous 
of obtaining agents in Australia for the sale of various goods. 
Their specialities are absorbent wool, gauzes, and plain and 
impregnated bandages. 


Note.—-For further information regarding this enquiry, appli- 
cation should be made to the Commonwealth Offices, 72, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


The ‘‘New Zealand Gazette” of 10th September publishes a 

Special Order made by the Christchurch City 
Electrical Plant. Council, providing for a loan of 17,0000. for 

the purpose of extending and altering the city 
electrical plant, including the cost of changing over to the three- 
wire system, the provision of two additional generating units, one 
balancer set, extra panels and alterations to switchboard, 
alterations to connections, extension of distributors, 250 new Watt 
meters, foundations and new wing to building, and other 
necessary plant and materials. 


The “ Otago Witness ” (Dunedin) of 2nd September states that at 
a meeting of the Oamaru Harbour Board held 
Dredger. on 3lst August, the chairman mentioned that 
a Bill for a loan of 50,000. to provide a new 
dredger was expected to become law almost immediately. 





_— 
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| CAPE COLONY: 
The ‘‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” of 13th October 


7 announces that tenders will be received by the 
Buffalo Hides. | Chairman of the Tender Board, Cape Town, up 
to noon on the Ist December, 1908, for the 
supply of 340 buffalo hides required for the Railway Department. 
Forms of tender and all particulars may be obtained from the 
office of the Chief Railway Storekeeper, Cape Town, the Railway 
Storekeepers at Port Elizabeth and East London, or from the 
Agent-General for the Colony, 100, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 
The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 


The weekly ‘Cape Times” of 7th October states that a public 
meeting was to be called at Port Elizabeth to 
sanction the borrowing of 25,000l. for electric 
light extension. 


Electric Lighting 
Plant. 





FIJI. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary at Suva, in his report on Fiji for 
ieee 1907, recently published by the Colonial Office 
Articles is (Annual Reporis, No. 580), states that the bulk 
Demand. of the import trade is done with Sydney and 
that it is, therefore, not possible to obtain accurate information as 
to the importation of British and foreign goods. As far as can be 
ascertained, however, the importation of the following classes of 
goods is increasing steadily and is replacing goods of British 
manufacture :—from Germany—glass and crockery, hardware, 
drapery (cotton and woollen), and furniture; from Belgium—hard- 
ware and nails; from Japan and the Hast—drapery, wickerware, 
matting, and silk. 





EGYPT (SUDAN). 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” of 24th October announces that 
tenders will be received by the Director of 
Patent Fuel. Steamers and Boats, Khartoum Dockyard, 
Sudan, up to 30th November, 1908, for the 
supply of 1,000 tons of patent fuel (briquettes) to be delivered at 
the dockyard siding, Khartoum-North, and 500 tons at Dongola 
Dockyard, Kereima. The briquettes should be delivered as 
follows : 300 tons at Khartoum not later than January, 1909, the 
remainder by 3lst March, 1909 ; 200 tons at Kereima not later 
than January, 1909, the remainder by dlst March, 1909. The 
Director of Steamers and Boats reserves the right to accept or 
refuse any. tender or part of tender. 
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NORWAY:. 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond Hay, M.V.O.) 

reports that the Norwegian Army Authorities 

Cloth. invite tenders* up to 10 a.m. on the 16th 

November, for the supply of 6,000 metres of 

cloth of 84 to 85 centimetres in width, and weighing 280 to 290 

grammes per metre. (‘I'he cloth is understood to be a mixture of 

linen and cotton known as “union grandrill”), Tenders must be 

marked ‘ Vindtoi” and addressed to ‘“ Generalintendanten for 
Arméens Depot, Christiania.” 

Copies of the conditions of tender (in Norwegian), together with 
samples of the cloth required, may be seen by British manufac- 
turers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





GERMANY. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Berlin has forwarded copies 
Axle Bearings of the forms of tender and contract (ordinary 
sitih ‘edoeeinenhie and special), and drawings relating to the 

‘supply to the Prussian State Railway 
Directorate at Berlin of the following articles: (a) 9,040 axle 
bearings for carriages and tenders, complete in nine lots; and 
13,500 cast iron, &c., component parts of axle bearings -for 
carriages, in five lots: (>) 5,330,000 kilos cast steel brake blocks 
in 20 lots, delivery to be effected at the various railway works 
stated in the forms of tender, between the 1st April, 1909, and the 
31st March, 1910. Sealed tenders, inscribed ‘‘ Angebot auf 
Achsbuchsen” and ‘“ Angebot auf Stahlgussbremsklétze, re- 
spectively, must be handed in at ‘“‘ Das Zentralbureau,” Zimmer 257, 
1-4, Schéeneberger Ufer, Berlin, W. 35, not later than 10.30 a.m. 
on the 8th December, 1908. Forms of tender and contract may be 
obtained at the “ Zentralbureau,” Zimmer 257, 1-4, Schéeneberger 
Ufer, Berlin, W. 35, on payment of 3s. in cash or 3s. 03d. per 
Money Order for the former contract (a), and 6d. in cash or 63d. 
per Money Order for the latter (0). 


The Acting Consul-General has also forwarded copies of the forms 
tran of tender and contract (ordinary and special) 
icieisidiiieiene relating to the supply to the Prussian State 
' Railway Building Department at Magdeburg- 

Neustadt of 119 iron window frames for the locomotive sheds [. 
and II. at the shunting station of Rothensee. Sealed tenders, 








* In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. (apart from Customs duties) is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 
It is obligatory that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary for the 
agent to be a Norwegian firm. 











THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Nov. 5, 1908. 


to. 
qr 
bo 





Openings for British Trade. 





inscribed “ Angebot auf eiserne Fenster,” must be delivered at 
the Kénigliche Bauabteilung, 11/12, Agneten Strasse, Magdeburg- 
Neustadt, not later than 11 a.m. on 20th November, 1908. The 
award will be made within four weeks, and the goods must be 
delivered within eight weeks. Forms of tender and contract may 
be obtained from the Kénigliche Bauabteilung, 11/12, Agneten 
Strasse, Magdeburg-Neustadt, on payment of 6d. each in cash, or 
64d., by postal order. 

Copies of the forms of tender and contract may be consulted by 
British manufacturers on application at the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





NETHERLANDS. 
The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 31st October announces 
harf that tenders will be opened on 16th November 
Waart at the ‘* Ministére du Waterstaat, The Hague,” 
Constraction. for the construction of a wharf at the “ Vol- 
kerak,” Ooltgensplaat. The upset price (providing also for 
accessories) is 165,000 florins (13,750I.). Plans and specifications 
can be obtained from Messrs. Van Cleef Brothers, booksellers, 
Spui, No. 28a, The Hague; and more detailed information can be 
procured from Mr. Van den Thoorn, engineer and head manager 
of the work, The Hague, or from Mr. Canter Cremers, engineer, 
Brielle. 





BELGIUM. 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir E. C. Hertslet) has forwarded 

a copy of the conditions of tender for the instal- 
Electric Lighting. lation of electric light in four buildings in the 

Place de Meir. A deposit of 1,000 fr. (about 
401.) will be required. ‘Tenders should be enclosed in sealed enve- 
-lopes and forwarded by registered post to Monsieur le Bourgmestre 
-de la Ville d’Anvers, Hétel de Ville, Antwerp, and should arrive 
not later than the day preceding the public adjudication, which 
will take place on the 10th November. 

The conditions (cahier des charges) may be obtained from the 
Hotel de Ville, Antwerp, at the cost of 1 fr. A copy may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


SPAIN: 

The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 27th October contains a copy of a 
Teleph bill to be laid before Parliament authorising the 
ce oy Deputacion Provincial of Guipuzcoa to establish 
_— and work during a period of 35 years an 
inter-urban telephone system to render possible communication 
between the various towns of the province. 
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ITALY (SICILY), 


‘The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 3lst October announces 
that on 14th November, 1908, at 9 a.m., tenders 
will be opened at the ‘‘ Direzione delle Ferrovie 
dello Stato, Rome” (Italian State Railways), 
for the construction of (1) a section of railway line 3,708 metres 
(34 miles) long near Lercara (Sicily) ; the upset price is 609,500 
lire (24,3801.) and a provisional deposit of 30,000 lire (1,2001.) is 
required ; (2) a section of railway line from Naro to Camastra ; the 
upset price is 492,000 lire (i19,920/.), and a provisional deposit of 
25,000 lire (1,0001.) is required. 

Tenders niust be addressed to the above-mentioned ‘‘ Direzione.” 


Railway 
Construction. 





ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Minister at Bucharest reports that the Roumanian Govern- 

Port Works and ment have contracted a loan of 70,000,000 francs 

Tadlwor (about 2,800,000/.) for the purpose of proceeding 

. with the works of the port of Constantza and 

Construction. with the construction of railway lines from 

Ploesti to Slobozia and from Bucharest to Oltenitza and the 
doubling of the line from Cernavoda to Constantza. 





GREECE. 


The ‘‘ Handelsberichten” (The Hague) of 29th October announces 

that tenders are invited by the ‘‘ Monopoles ” 

Petroleum. authorities at Athens for the supply cf from 

50,000 to 60,000 drums of petroleum. ‘Tenders, 

which must be guaranteed by a deposit of 30,000 francs (1,2001.) 

should be delivered by 10 a.m. on 17th/30th November to the 

‘‘Chef de Ja Section des Monopoles et des Mines, au Ministére des 
Finances, Athens.” 





TURKEY;,: 


According to a recent report by the Austrian Consul at Jerusalem 
on the state of trade in Palestine, it appears 
that there is a considerable market in that 
country for writing and packing paper, ink, 
cement, earthenware, leather goods, clothing, 
mineral waters, candles, and also for pig-iron, iron girders and 
cast-iron piping, all of which are supplied principally by countries 
other than the United Kingdom. Stress is laid on the desirability 
of sending out travellers to develop the market on the spot. 


Tron, Cement, 
Paper, Clothing, 
&c. 
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CHILE. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade are 
notified by the Swansea Chamber of Commerce 
vena Gite that a firm in that city who are large buyers of 
gold and silver concentrates, also gold, silver, 
Concentrates and . 
: copper and lead ores for smelting purposes, 
Gold, Silver, : of 
desire to be placed in communication with 
sellers in Chile and South America generally. 
Communications referring to this enquiry 
should be addressed to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 
Swansea, South Wales. 


Enquiry for Gold 


Copper and Lead 
Ores. 


The “Diario Oficial” of 17th September contains a copy of a 
Decree authorising the acceptance of the 


ower tender of the following firms in combination 
Materials for 
for the construction of port works at 
Port Works. 


Valparaiso: — Société de Construction des 
Batignolles, 176 Avenue de Clichy, Paris ; M.M. Dellfus and Wiriet 
of 61 rue de l’Arcade, Paris; Messrs. Erlanger and Company, 
20, Bishopsgate Street Within, London, E.C.; M.M. Fould et 
Cie, 30 rue du Faubourg Poissoniére, Paris; and Messrs. 
Pauling and Company, Ltd., 26, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 
The amount of the tender for the execution of the work, which 
includes the construction of wharves, moles, &c., dredging work, 
installation of machinery, appliances, &c., is 4,000,000/. 

The “ Diario,” which contains further information as to the 
terms under which the contract is granted, may be seen by British 
firms on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





BRAZIL. 


The “ Diario Official” of 1st October contains a decree authorising 

the Ministerio da Industria, Viacéo e Obras 

Railway Plant. Publicas to raise a sum of 800,000 milreis 

(about 50,0001.) for the extension of the main 

line of the Central Railway of Brazil and the construction of a 
branch from Sabara to the town of Fenos. 


The “ Diario” of 14th October contains a notice inviting tenders 
for a concession for the working of a system of 
railways in the Southern part of the State of 
Minas Geraes. ‘The system includes :—(1) the 
railway from Minas to Rio; (2) the railway 
from Tres Coracoes to Monte Bello and branches; (3) the 
prolongation of the line from Areado to Sao Sebastiao do 
Paraiso, with branches, including (a) the completion of the section 
from Areado to Monte Bello, (b) the construction of the extension 


Railway 
Construction 
and Working. 
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from Monte Bello to Sao Sebastiao do Paraiso, (c) the construction 
of a branch to Passos and the Rio Grande; (4) the construction of 
branches from Campanha to Machado and from a point between 
Tres Coracoes and Varginha to a point near Lavras ; (5) the navi- 
gation of the rivers in the zone under consideration. 

Tenders will be received in the Directoria Geral de Obras e 
Viacao, Rio de Janeiro, until 9th December. A deposit of 100,000 
milreis (about 6,250/.) to be increased to 300,000 milreis (12,5001. ) 
by the successful tenderer, will be required. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


In connection with the article on pp. 216-17 of last week’s “ Board 
Railway Plant: of Trade J ournal,” it may be mentioned that 
Dredgers ’ the ‘ Boletin Oficial” of 26th September con- 
tains a notice to the effect that the necessary plans 
having been prepared, the Direccion-General de Vias de Communi- 
cacion are authorised to take the steps requisite for the construction 
of the railways (a) from Formosa to Embarcacién, (b) from 
Barranqueras to Metan, (c) from San Antonio to Nahuel Huapi, 
(2) from Comodoro Rivadavia to Valle Hermoso. 

The Direccion de Obras Hidraulicas are authorised to take the 
necessary steps for acquiring the flotilla for the navigation of the 
river Bermejo and for clearing and straightening the river. 

The Departamento de Hacienda are to place at the disposition of 
the Departamento de Obras Publicas 6,000,000 pesos (about 
525,000/.) to defray the expenses of the above-mentioned works. 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of 24th September contains a decree 
authorising the Government to arrange for 
Soagrage the construction of the following telegraph 
Material. Seow sii! . 
(a) From Rio de las Piedras to Anta and Rivadavia. 
(b) From Ledesma to Oran. 
(c) From Salta to Cachi, Molinos and Poma. 
A sum of 150,000 pesos (about 13,000/.) has been set aside for 
this work. 


The same “ Boletin ” contains a decree authorising Engineer Abel 
Materials for J. Pagnard to construct and work during a 
k period of 60 years a commercial port in the 
Bort Works. mouth of the Arroyo Pareja near Puerto Bel- 
grano, Bahia Blanca. The works to be carried out include the 
construction of docks, wharves and warehouses for the loading and 
unloading of cargo, the installation of grain elevators, transporters, 
railway lines, &c. All the materials necessary may be imported 
free of duty. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC—continued. 


The ‘‘ Boletin,” which contains further information as to the 
terms under which the concession is granted, may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


The “ Boletin” also contains a notice authorising the Government 
to raise a sum of 948,519 pesos (about 83,0001.) 
Dam Works. for the construction of a storage dam to ensure 
the supply of water for irrigation purposes in 

the districts south of the Rio San Juan. 


The ‘“ Boletin Oficial” of 5th October contains a decree grant- 
ing a concession to the Ferrocarril Central 
Railway Plant. Norte Argentino for the construction of a rail- 
way from Las Rosas to Costa Sacate. Plans 
are to be presented for the approval of the Government within 18 
months from the date of promulgation of the present decree, and 
construction is to be begun within six months from the date of 
approval of the plans. 
The same “ Boletin” contains a decree authorising the Ferro- 
carril Central Argentino to construct lines as follows :— 


(a) From Sastre to Maria Juana. 
(5) From Las Rosas to Villa del Rosario. 
{c) From Cruz (Juarez Celman) wid La Laguna, Dalmacio 
Velez, Salto, San Augustin Molino and San Jose to 
. Ciudad de Cordoba. 
(d) Branch from Rio Tercero [line c| to the Andine railway 
between Rio Cuarto and Chucul ; 
and the Cia. del Ferrocarril Buenos Aires y Rosario to construct 
lines as follows :-— 
(a) From Morteros to Hersilia. 
(6) From Galvez to Larreclisa. 


Plans are to be presented for the approval of the Government 
within six months of the date of promulgation of the law, and work 
must be begun within the same period after the date of approval. 


The “ Boletin ” of 8rd October publishes a Decree authorising the 
Inspeccion General de Puentes y Caminos to 
construct two bridges, one over the Arroyo 
Leyes and the other over the Arroyo Potrero, 
on the road from Santa Fe to Santa Rosa. The cost is estimated 
at 364,873 pesos (about 32,000I.), and the Direccion de Contabilidad 
are authorised to invite tenders for the work. 


Bridge 
Construction. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC—vontinued. 


The “ Boletin” of 6th October contains a copy ofa Decree approving 
Buildi the acceptance of the tender of the firm 
Poon asin Luis Damond y Cia for the construction of an 
‘ asylum at Oliva (province of Cordoba) at a 
cost of 2,757,553 pesos (about 241,000/.). 


The same ‘‘ Boletin ” publishes a Decree authorising the approval 
of the plans prepared by Senores Faglioni 
Hermanos for the construction of a port at 
Mar del Plata and the installation of railway 


Port and Railway 
Construction. 


lines. 





CHINA. 


H. M. Consul at Ichang (Mr. H. A. Little), reporting on trade con- 

ditions there (see p.283), remarks that the native 

Furniture. houses are, as a rule, very bare, and the general 

run of middle-class people do not spend more 

than a few hundred taels (say 50/.) on furnishing. A rich man 

may, however, spend as much as 1,000/. to 1,2501. A taste is 

growing up for foreign articles of furniture, especially beds. The 

richest man in Ichang is contemplating the erection and furnishing 
of a mansion in foreign style. 


Mr. Little states that a woman of the upper class (of whom there 
Clothing and 0 ™9Y be some fifteen or twenty in Ichang) 
2 te spends several thousand taels on her wardrobe 
; at marriage, but subsequently only a small sum 
every year. The jewellery worn at one time may be worth 
2501. to 3751. A single dress may cost from 251. to 371. for furs 
to 41. to 51. for silk or satin, the price for good every-day clothes 
being from 25s. to 50s. The price of a suit of summer clothes for 
a labouring man is 2s. 3d. to 3s., and he requires two suits a year; 
wadded winter clothes cost 4s. 6d. to 6s., and will last two or 
three years. The lower classes mostly go barefooted ; the ordinary 
shoes, which are generally soled with cotton cloths, cost about 
1s. 6d. per pair. Cotton soles have been tried on foreign boots and 
found to wear well. They are very convenient for mountain climb- 
ing and on stone roads. 
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Venice.—H.M. Consul at Venice states that cases have fre- 
quently occurred in which British subjects have misinterpreted the 
terms “Franco di Spedizione,” on the receipted (“settled ”) 
invoices that are given them upon payment in advance for goods 
purchased, and supposed that they were entitled to receive such 
articles free to destination. This term, however, means “ free of 
forwarding expenses,” and implies that goods are delivered free at 
the railway station or on board ship at Venice, but all subsequent 
charges for transport, &c., have to be borne by the consignee. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, No. 4,122.) 


Tangier.—The following notes on trade in Tangier in 1907 
have been received from H.M. Consul there (Mr. J. M. MacLeod) :— 

“The United Kingdom continues to head the list of imports in 
its accustomed staple articles, chiefly cottons, candles, coal, 
groceries (especially biscuits and soap), vegetable oils, paints, 
colours and tobacco, The principal increases were in hardware— 
including all manufactured metal goods from machinery, boiler 
tubes and sewing machines to safety . pins—(5,304l.), flour 
(2,2301.) and furniture (1,789/.), but these were so much more than 
set off by heavy declines in cottons, candles, oils and tea, that the 
net decrease for the year amounted to 38,153/., or almost 104 per 
cent. The decline in imports for native consumption is partly due 
to the ever-diminishing traffic through Morocco to the Transatlas 
districts, namely, Tafilet and Figuig, which now receive their 
European requirements from and send their produce to Algerian 
ports, over the Algeria-Sahara Railway. 

“ French imports show substantial increases all round in the 
principal articles, namely, lime, flour (Tangier), furniture, 
groceries, dried fruits, fodder, silk, tobaccos, wines and sugar. On 
the other hand, there was a fall of no Jess than 41,000l. in flour, 
which chiefly caused the year to show a net decrease of about 
2 per cent., but, on the whole, France. had a relatively good year. 
As regards bricks, tiles, cement, gypsum, chemicals, mineral 
waters, coffee, drapery and haberdashery, fodder, china, flour, 
furniture, silk (raw and manufactured), potatoes, sugar, wines and 
spirits, France is the principal importer. 

“German imports, total 90,497/., show a nominal increase of 
10,367/., or 11 per cent. for the year, chiefly in hardware, woollen 
cloths, wines, &c., lime and stationery. The increase is chiefly in 
woollen cloths and clothing, of which 6,223/. more came than in 
1906. From Belgium, however, 6,750. less of such articles were 
sent. No means are available for settling the point indisputably, 
but the facts probably are that there has been.a net decrease of 
5271. in German woollen goods, and the above large increase and 
decrease were merely due to those goods having been shipped 
through Belgium in 1906 and through Germany in 1907, while, in 
both years, originating in Germany. 
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‘‘ Builders in Tangier are all Frenchmen and Spaniards, and 
so they naturally incline to buy their requirements either from 
their own country, where they may have connections, or from 
firms in other countries whose travellers may form connections 
with them. The wholesale and retail traders of the district are 
mostly foreigners, and even those of British nationality are, with 
one or two exceptions, not British born, and so have few connec- 
tions with the United Kingdom. They, therefore, begin readily to 
deal with manufacturers or shippers anywhere abroad who may 
send capable travellers to cater for thew requirements. Such 
travellers should be able to speak French and Spanish fluently. 
Catalogues should be in French and Spanish as well as English, 
and where weights and measures are given they should be in 
metric terms, particularly when the articles compete with foreign 
manufactures. To the periodical visits of such travellers should 
be added the services of local agents to collect accounts and keep 
the home firm informed of the progress or otherwise of the cus- 
tomers’ businesses, and to forward occasional orders. Groups of 
firms in different classes of trade might, with advantage, combine 
to maintain such agents for their interests exclusively, The 
traveller should be an expert in the goods he comes to sell, in 
order to be able to adapt them to the market requirements. ‘The 
local representative should be a man chosen for his caution and 
power of observation. 

“In short, I would suggest that Tangier be given the same 
energetic attention as British firms would pay to a growing town 
at home, from which now-a-days Tangier is only four to five days 
distant. Iam afraid these suggestions may seem inadequate and 
unoriginal. To this I can but answer that however commonplace 
these methods may be, it is by their means that foreign firms 
continue to increase their trade in this district.” 





LIST OF POSSIBLE BUYERS OF BRITISH GOODS 
IN JAPAN, 


With reference to previous notices which have appeared in the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” on the subject of lists of possible buyers 
of British goods abroad, attention is now called to a recently pre- 
pared list, containing names supplied by H.M. Commercial Attaché 
at Yokohama of British importing firms established in Japan. 

Among the classes of goods dealt with in the list are agricul- 
tural machinery, arms and ammunition, asbestos goods, bags 
(gunny and straw), balances, bark (oak), barometers, beans, belting 
and hose for machinery, binoculars, books, butter, cables (sub- 
marine), carriages and accessories, cattle, celluloid, cement, chemi- 
cals, clocks and watches, clothing, coal, colours, compasses, con 
fectionery, copra, corks, cotton (raw), cotton goods, cutlery, cycles 
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and accessories, dental instruments, diving apparatus, drugs, dyes, 
earthenware, electric lamps and wire, emery cloth and wheels, 
engine packing, explosives, fancy goods, felt (for hats), fish, flax, 
flour, furniture, furs, glass, glue, grains, greases, gut (fishing), 
hair, hardware, hemp, hides and skins, horses, indigo, ironmongery, 
ivory, jewellery, jute, lamps, lard, leather (hat, sole, &c.), light- 
house apparatus, locomotives, machinery, malt, manures, mats 
(for packing purposes), medicines, milk (condensed), millinery, 
motor cars and vans, motor boats, oils (kerosene, lubricating, &c.), 
paints, paper, perfumery, photographic requisities, pianos and 
piano players, porcelain, provisions, pulp, railway cars, rice, ropes, 
rubber goods, scientific instruments, seeds, shellac, shells, soap 
(toilet and washing), spirits, stationery, steam vessels, sugar, 
surgical and surveying instruments, tallow, telescopes, thermo- 
meters, timber, tinned goods, toys, wax, wax (vegetable), weighing 
machines, wheat, wines, wool, and woollen goods. 

There is also a supplementary list of patent agents, solicitors 
and newspapers (English and Japanese). 

Attention is also called to the notice which appeared on p. 212 
of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of the 29th October, respecting 
a list of possible buyers of British goods in Bulgaria. 

These lists, and others which have previously been prepared, 
may be consulted by British merchants and manufacturers inter- 
ested at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





IMPERIAL INSTITUTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Imperial Institute 
was held at the offices of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 
at 4 p.m., on the 29th October. Sir Charies Lucas, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., presided in the absence of the Chairman, Lord James of 
Hereford. 

There were also present: The Rt. Hon. Lord Strathcona and 
Mount Royal, G.C.M.G., The Rt. Hon. Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, 
G.C.M.G., Sir Alfred Bateman, K.C.M.G., Captain Muirhead 
Collins, C.M.G., The Hon. Sir William Arbuckle, Colonel D. G. 
Pitcher, Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B., and Mr. C. F. Rey (Secretary). 

Reports of the work carried on at the Imperial Institute during 
the first nine months of the year were considered by the Committee. 
These showed that 295 requests for investigations of raw materials, 
with a view to their commercial utilization, were received during 
the above period ; that 279 reports were dispatched ; and that 118 
investigations were still in progress in the laboratories of the 
Scientific and Technical Department on the lst October. There 
were 80,762 visitors to the Exhibition Galleries during the period 
January to September. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and last year, in order to attain more fully 
the purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered on this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is lds. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready, as far as possible, to answer enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 
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PRODUCTION OF TEA IN 


The following particulars of the production of tea in India in 
1907 are taken from a report recently issued by the Government 
of India Commercial Intelligence Department :— 

The reported area and production of tea in the various provinces 
of India during the last two years were as follow :— 


INDIA. 




















































1906. 1907. 
Province. 
Area. Production. Area. Production. 
Acres. Lbs. Acres. Lbs. 
Burma 1,498 438,628 1,669 506,043 
Assam ‘ 339,228 162,468,034 343,507 167,545,751 
Eastern Ben. zal | 83,914 44,602,885 85,194 | 46,713,115 
Bengal .| 52,570 16,085,308 52,983 13.503,444 
Other parts of India 54,998 17,808,655 56,104 19,752,045 
Total 532,208 241,403,510 539,457 248,020,898 













has been 246 per cent. 


It may be noted that while 
increased since 1885 by 91 per cent., the increase in production 


the area under cultivation uas 


The reported production of green tea in the last two years 
(included in the above table) was as follows :— 



























ae 1906, 1907. 

Lbs. Lbs. 
Surma Valley ... 1,442,069 1,298 875 
Rest of India 2,698,741 2,252,671 
Total ... - 4,140,810 3,546,546 









The following statement shows the quantity of Indian tea 
exported during the years ended 31st March, 1907 and 1908 :— 














































To— 1906-7, 1907-8, 
Lbs. Lbs. 
United — ene 176,299,335 169,474,706 
Canada ... sein 14,514,783 4,73i, 513 
Russia... we 13.761,314 15, 407,027 
Australia and New Zealand uae 9,498,836 11,090,431 
Other countries (by sea) 19,709,084 26,472,229 
Total exports by sea elisa coastwise trade)| 233,783,352 227,175,906 
Exports by land we ean 2,306,976 1,011,920 
Grand total ... 236,090,328 228,187,826 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of a Private Bill which has been laid 
before the Chamber of Deputies proposing to 
raise the Customs duty on exotic feculee and 
their derivatives, tapioca, &c., imported into 
France from foreign countries from 11 to 20 francs per 100 kilogs. 


Proposed Increase 
of Duty on Exotic 
Feculaz, Tapioca, &c. 





COSTA RICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of a Government Bill which has been 


propenes submitted to the Costa Rican Congress which 
Export Duty . 
provides that an export duty of one cent 
on Bananas. 


United States currency. shall be levied on every 
bunch of bananas exported until the 29th October, 1920, provided 
that the United Fruit Company renounce the right of free exporta- 
tion conceded by the Decree of the 29th October, 1900. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA: 


The Board of Trade have received information from the Canadian 
Government notifying that the Regulations given 
in Customs Memorandum No. 1155s regarding 
coastwise shipments through the United States 
will apply, with effect from August Ist, 1908, 
th to goods duty-paid in Canada and to Canadian 
rough the . 
United States. products and manufactures carried by water 
route between any seaport in British Columbia 
and a Pacific port in the United States south of British Columbia. 

Such goods when transported by water from the United States, 
unless carried in British registered vessels, will, on arrival in 
Canada, be dealt with as imported goods. 

Canadian Customs Officers will not sign or certify any Customs 
manifests for the transportation of the said goods by water route 
as in bond or free on and after August Ist last, except when the 
goods are carried in British registered vessels. 

Note.—The regulations in the above-mentioned memorandum 
provide that, unless otherwise ordered, goods in transit from one 
part of Canada to another part of Canada wholly or partly by water 
carriage through the United States shall be transported in British 
registered vessels under Customs manifests, and the transfer of 
such goods from car to vessel and vice versa shall be made in 
the presence of a special officer of the Canadian Customs and be 
certified. by him. 


Regulations 
respecting Goods 
in Transit from 

British Columbia 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 


The ‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for 9th October 

Casbisise last contains a Customs Notice (No. 89), dated 

~ 7th October, 1908, giving the following Customs 

moennens. decisions relating to the rates of duty leviable 

on certain articles on importation into the South African Customs 
Union :— 





Rebate a 
. upon goods, 
Tariff produce or manu- 
Articles. No. | Rates of Duty.| facture of the 


United Kingdom 
and reciprocating 
Colonies. 














Electric accumulators (for all purposes) 98(b)| 3% ad ral. | 3 % ad val, 
‘‘ Diamond panels” and “ chromos”’ for | 
pasting on confectionery boxes— | 
( 25 % ad ral. or | | 
As lithographic labels ove eee | 43(a) MB 2 soci OO 3% 
be the greater. 
175 Ib Zadrl. | 3% 34 


3% » | 8% » 





Rendell’s soluble quinine pessaries | 

Zondo disinfectant fluids (in bulk) ... | 

Zondo carbolic disinfectant powders | 79 
(in bulk)... pee re ine ae 











CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘‘ Wine, Spirits, 

Wine. Svirits Beer and Vinegar Act, 1908” (No. 19 of 1908), 

eeenamnl ein he which was promulgated on 21st August, 1908. 

pr an The Act amends the “ Wine, Brandy, Whisky 

; ' and Spirits Act, 1906 ”* respecting the prohibi- 

tion of the use of certain foreign substances in wine and spirits 

offered for sale in the Cape of Good Hope, and, at the same time, 

makes provision for the regulation of the sale of “beer” and 
‘“‘ vinegar” in the Colony. 

No person may import for sale “beer” which has not been 
obtained by the fermentation of a mash of malt, with or without 
cereals, flavoured with hops. The term “beer” includes ale, 
porter, spruce beer, black beer, and any other liquor made or sold 
as a description of beer, provided that it contains more than 2 per 
cent. of proof spirit. Provision is also made that no substances 
may be added before or after the making of the beer, except :— 

(1) As priming substance, a sugar solution not exceeding 
1150 specific gravity, and in quantity not more than 
three gallons per 100 gallons of the liquor to which such 
priming substance is added; and fining substances 
such as isinglass, gelatine, eggs or albumen for the pur- 
pose of clarification. 


* For which see p. 23 of the ‘* Board of Trade Journal” for 4th October, 1906. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE —continued. 


(2) Sulphurous oxide or sulphates of sodium, potassium or 
calcium, provided that the total amount of sulphurous 
oxide calculated as potassium sulphate does not exceed 
two grammes per litre, or 140 grains per gallon. 

(3) Common salt. 

(4) Water (which may be treated with gypsum or other 
mineral compounds to render it suitable for brewing 
beer). 

(5) Pure caromel for the purpose of colouring. 

(6) Yeast and yeast foods which do not contain saccharine 
matter. 

The Act further prohibits the manufacture or sale of “ vinegar ” 
to which has been added any preparation of lead, copper, sulphuric 
acid or other mineral acid or other ingredients injurious to health, 
or which does not possess an acidity equivalent to the presence 
therein of at least 34 per cent. of absolute acetic acid. Provision 
is also made prohibiting the addition of colouring matter to any 
spirit vinegar or distilled vinegar for sale. 

Every cask, keg, bottle, or other receptacle in which any 
vinegar, other than wine vinegar, is delivered or exposed for sale, 
is to be legibly branded or marked as “ malt,” ‘‘ sugar,” or “ dis- 
tilled” vinegar, or other term descriptive of the precise nature of 
the vinegar. In the case of ‘‘ wine” vinegar, the term ‘“ vinegar” 
only mav be used. 


The ‘‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for 15th October 
last contains a Notice (No. 1,284 of 1908) dated 
10th October, 1908, drawing the attention of the 
public to the provisions of the above-mentioned 
Act so far as it relates to the sale of beer in the 


Notice respecting 
Importation 
and Sale of Beer. 


Colony. 

The notice points out that consignments of beer imported subse- 
quent to Zlst August, 1908, which, upon examination, are found 
to be not in conformity with the said Act are liable to forfeiture, 
and the importers liable to the penalities provided for therein. 

The sale or exchange of consignments of such beers however, 
imported into the Colony prior to August 21st, 1908, is permitted 
up to and including 3lst March, 1909, and the possession, sale or 
exchange of any such beer, manufactured in the Colony, is permitted 
to 3]st December, 1909, provided that not more than 25 per cent. 
of sugar shall be added to the mash. 
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NORTHERN NIGERIA. 


The ‘“ Northern Nigeria Gazette” for August 31st last contains a 
Notice drawing the attention of persons con- 
veying spirituous liquors and wines into the 
Northern Nigeria Protectorate, personally or 
for their own use, to the fact that the importa- 
tion by water is prohibited, under the Liquors Prohibition 
Proclamation of 1902, unless they declare such spirits at the 
Customs House, Forcados, and obtain a certificate sanctioning it. 

Attention is also drawn to section 4 of the above Proclamation 
which prohibits the importation of liquors, except by licence 
granted to non-natives, unless a permit has been previously 
obtained from the Secretary to the Administration. 

It is further stated that authority has now also been deputed 
to the General Manager of the Lagos Railway to issue the 
requisite permits to import spirituous wines and liquors by rail, 
via Lagos. 


Importation of 
Spirituous 
Liquors. 





GRENADA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Grenada Government a 
Customs Tariff COPY of the Customs Tariff at present in force 
pe lita in the Colony. 

The only amendments in the Tariff provide, 
under various Orders-in-Council, for the free importation into 
Grenada of— 

(1) Rifles, ammunition and other articles accessory thereto, 
imported with the consent of the Governor for the use of any 
Rifle Club or of any member thereof. 

(2) Race-horses, if exported within six months. 

It is also noted in the present copy of the Tariff that ‘“ by the 
* Act of 12th August, 1853, a duty at the rate of 20 per cent. 
“ ad valorem on the béna fide price of such reprints is payable on 
“ reprints of all copyright works in the United Kingdom imported 
“ into Grenada.” 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” for the 19th October, contains the 
following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 


aa assessing import duties on iron and steel manu- 

; as j i 1 factures. The Tariff was to come into force on 

a " the 16th October, and is to remain in operation 
Manufactures. 


for a period of three months (2.e. until the 15th 
January, 1909) or until denunciation :— 
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EGY PT—continued. 
Valuation per kilogramme* 
Articles. 
Former. New. 
Iron and steel plates, ordinary, without mark ({), | Milliemes.f | Milliémes.f 
$ in. thick and upwards— 
British, and similar goods from all other countries 65, 6 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
other countries... 625 5x5 
Iron and steel bars and angles, bo and U, ordinary, 
without mark ({)— 
British, and similar goods from all other countries bay 5x5 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
other countries ove coe 640 ob 55 475 
{ron bars, Swedish... 1075 10; 
[ron, pig 3x5 315 
Iron hoops .. 175 Tro 
- with holes 7x5 ir 
Steel hoops .. 75 75 
- with holes on , Tyo Ty 
Galvanised sheets (B. G., 16 to 26) “ 14 13,5 
~ corrugated sheets (B. G., 16 to 26) 13 1254 
Ordinary cast-iron pipes and fittings ans ad valorem | ad valorem 
Studs (Benwill’s) new eve 26 26 
+ re old 21 21 
5 smmeil.. 25 25 
Nails (French), 15 by 35 to 24 by 200 . 83%, 835 
Iron and steel girders— 
British, and similar goods from all other countries... by5 5x5 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
other countries ‘ eee 696 eee , 58 5 
* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. The English 


ton is taken as equivalent to 1,016 kilogrammes, 


t 1,000 milliémes = £EI = 1. 0s. 6d. 


{ The duties on iron and steel wares bearing special marks are leviable ad valorem, 
The following are not regarded as special marks :—Siemens- Martin, S. M. Thomas, 
the names of manufacturers without crown brands, or with a single crown brand, 
provided they do not indicate a special quality, as also all other marks of which 
notice is given by the importers, and which are accepted beforehand by the Customs. 


Iron tubes for gas, water and steam, and fittings therefor, and 
iron tubes for boilers, are assessed at various rates in accordance 
with certain trade lists from which discounts are allowed. Par- 
ticulars with regard to these lists and discounts may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 


hall Street, E.C. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





SWEDEN. 


Attention is directed to the fact that the date of the Swedish 
Royal Ordinance to prevent the introduction 

Date of Swedish of epizootic disease into Sweden referred to in 
Royal Ordinance = +1, notice at p. 619 of the “ Board of Trade 
to prevent the = journal” for the 24th September should have 

Introduction of been given as the 9th December, 7598, and not 
Epizootic Disease. +1. 9th December, 1904, as incorrectly stated 


in that notice. 





FRANCE (INDO-CHINA). 


The “ Bulletin Officiel de 1’ Indo-Chine Francaise,” No. 7 of 1908, 
contains a Decree prohibiting the ex- 
portation of prepared opium from Indo- 
China to Hong-Kong. 


Exportation of Prepared 
Opium to Hong-Kong 
prohibited. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Swiss Decree dated 

10th October, providing for the addition of an 

Absinthe Article to the Iederal Constitution whereby the 

Prohibited manufacture, importation, transport, and sale 

of absinthe and imitations thereof are prohibited 

throughout the entire Confederation. This prohibition is to come 
into force two years after its adoption. 


Importation of 


The following decisions affecting the application of the Customs 
Tariff of Switzerland have recently been issued 








Castoms by the Swiss Customs Department :— 
Decisions. 
| Tariff No. 
Articles. | under which | Rate of Duty. 
| dutiable, 
Frs. cts. 
| Per 100 kilogs. 
Melons of all kinds, fresh ... ‘ne ose _ 406 Free. 
Automatic shooting apparatus see 948 20 00 
Baths for nickel- —— copper-plating, silver- 





plating, &c.. ove 1,048 2 09 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY,. 
The following is the substance of some decisions affecting the 


application of the Austro-Hungarian Customs 














Z ws sep Tariff which have recently been received at the 
ey. Board of Trade :— 
| Tariff No. | 
Articles, paw Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. | 
Gypsum, ground, which, when mixed with water, Kr. h. 
becomes firm at the end of one hour, but does 
not completely harden ... eee eee 145a Free. 
Cooking vessels of sheet iron— 
Nickel-plated cee pen ove oes cee 445e 100 kilogs. 65 60 
Copper-plated _ i sii pon iia 445e re 
Various rates ac- 
Transportable locomobiles driven by the 2, py cording to the 
power of benzine mixture, spirit and the like .. 528 weight of the lo- 
comobile. 
[Wote.—Only those transportable locomo- 
biles for agricultural purposes which are 
driven by s*cam power are dutiable under 
No. 527 of the Tariff at the «onventional rate 
of 21 kronen per 100 kilogs. | ; 
Regulators for water turbines imported separately ( Batinbie __ under 
fda the tasbine—— e subdivision of 
} No. 528, corres- 
If the importer satisfies the Customs as to the < Bien tn; th 
weight of the particular turbine for which ate ey eth 2 
intended a ae ee 528 | Weignt of the com- 
| plete turbine. 
Dutiable under 
the subdivision of 
Ai No. 528, corres- 
Otherwise 528 } ponding to the 
weight of each 
| seaminabe. 
Machines for spinning horsehair 538 Various rates ac- 


sd 





cording to weight. 





Spindle-rings.—Small parts of machines (imported separately 
from the machines), such as spindle-rings, which are not dis- 
tinguished from other similar rings by any particular form or 
construction, and may possibly find some other application, are 
not dutiable as parts of machines, but as manufactures of the 


material of which they are made, 





CUBA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 


Reduction of Duty 
on Protected Wire 
and Cables for the 
Transmission of 
Electricity. 





Governor of Cuba, 





of a copy of a Decree of the Provisional 
dated 5th October, 
reducing the Customs duty on wire and 
cables for the transmission of electricity, 
protected by lead tubes and other insulating 
covers, from 7°50 to 2 dollars per 100 kilogs. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of October 2nd 
notifies that after lst October, 1908, and until 


ME say dar further notice, rebates will be given upon the 
* Breer ‘als 6° carriage paid for material carried over the Cape 
’ He Government Railways and used in the con- 


bom oo ace ah struction and extension of irrigation works, 
S ‘ and also, from and after 25th September, upon 

oil used as fuel for irrigation purposes. 
The ‘‘ Gazette,” which contains the conditions under which these 
rebates are granted, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghal] Street, London, E.C. 


EGYPT: 


According to the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” of 19th October, the 
Navication of Ministry of Public Works gives notice that all 
the eaiiade Dam traffic through the locke of the Assuan Dam 
* will be suspended on the Ist December, 1908, 


for a period of twelve months or until further notice. 


NORWAY: 


H.M. Minister at Christiania has forwarded a translation of a law 
dealing with the Norwegian pilotage system, 

Pilotage Law. passed by the Storthing on 15th August last, 
to take effect from Ist January, 1910, under the 

operation of which the ‘‘kjendtmend” or hitherto unlicensed 
pilots will in future be licensed on passing certain tests and 
examinations. Masters of vessels will not be permitted to accept 
the services of any unlicensed person for piloting their vessel, 
unless it be impossible to procure the services of a licensed man. 
The translation may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


NETHERLANDS-—-BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir E. C. Hertslet) reports that 
ow. Locks and the new locks and outer harbour at Terneuzen 
ater Meskeue have been opened for the service of the port of 
oii einen: te Ghent. At present vessels intending to use 

the Service of the new locks have to give three days’ notice to 
the Port of Ghent the Dutch authorities at Middelburg, giving 
‘ the draught of water and beam dimensions of 

the vessels. It is stated, however, that only vessels drawing up to 

18 feet or a little over can reach their discharging berths, but it is 

promised that, after the end of this year, the works will be far 

enough advanced to allow of vessels drawing 21 ft. 3 ins. coming 
right up to Ghent until the end of 1909 when the depth will be 
further increased. Vessels can only use the new locks between 
sunrise and sunset and at high water. 
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GERMANY. 
A memorandum on harbour extension works at Bremerhaven (see 
Harbour Extension ¢s Board of Trade J ournal ” of 25th June, 
Weis ot Meiintchoees’ 'P 651) has been received from H.M. 
Consul-General at Hamburg (Sir W. 
Ward, C.V.O.), and may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


PORTUGAL (ANGOLA), 

The British Vice-Consul at Benguella (Mr. H. Fussell) reports 
New Lichthouse that a new lighthouse, which is to be ready by 
a “om the end of May next, is in course of construc- 
tion 575 feet from the end of the Lobito Spit. 
It is of the fourth class, with a fixed light, produced by the 
incandescence of kerosene, flashing every two minutes. Captain 
Burt, of the Union Castle Company’s steamship ‘ Alnwick 
Castle,” reports as follows :-—‘‘ At 10 fathoms from the end of the 
spit the soundings gave 94 fathoms, and at 15 fathoms distant the 

soundings were 16 fathoms.” 





Mr. Fussell also reports that considerable progress has been made 
with the construction of the Benguella Railway*, 
the rails having reached Katengue, 122 kiloms. 
from Lobito and across the dry zone, while 
earthworks at the end of the year 1907 were nearly completed 
to 160 kiloms. After the dry zone had been crossed the con- 
tractors met with considerable success in obtaining local labour ; 
contingents were also imported from Senegal, and a force of over 
2,000 Indian coolies from Natal. In view of the probable closing 
down of the construction early next year, the Senegal labour is 
now being sent back, and this is to be followed by the return of 
the coolies at the end of April, when it is estimated the rails will 
have reached 230 kiloms., thus completing the present contract. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The “Journal of Commerce” (New York) of 15th October pub- 
lishes the new regulations of the American 
Railway Association for the transportation of 
of Inflammable inflammable articles and acids, which came 
Articles and Acids, 22° force on that date. The regulations were 
‘made in pursuance of an Act of Congress, 
approved 30th May, 1908, which requires shippers of explosives 
and other dangerous articles to mark the contents of each package 
plainly and to inform the carrier of the true character of such 

contents. 

The full text of the regulations, as given in the “Journal of 
Commerce,” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 

the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Benguella 
Railway. 





New Regulations 
for Transportation 








* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 23rd January, 1908, pp. 187-8, 
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CUBA. 


The Cuban “ Gaceta Oficial” of 15th September publishes a decree 
prohibiting the voluntary entrance of vessels 
coming from foreign ports at any Cuban 
port, beach or anchorage not qualified as a port 
of entry, and imposing a fine of not less than 
500 dols. and not more than 2,000 dols. on the master of the vessel 
violating the provisions of the decree, excepting when the entrance 
is due to stress of weather or other necessity, in which case the 
master of such vessel must make the proper protest in the form 
prescribed for such cases by the Customs Regulations. 

The decree was to take effect on and after the day following its 
publication in the “ Gaceta,” 2.e., from 16th September. 


Entrance of 
Vessels from 
Foreign Ports. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


NATAL. 


The weekly “ Natal Mercury” of 25th September publishes an 
article on the deposits of kaolin that have been 
Kaolin. found at Padley’s Station, where a lode con- 
taining millions of tons of the clay is stated to 
exist. A snaft has been sunk to a depth of about 55 ft., and this 
discloses several classes of clay. That on the top is naturally 
less pure than is found at a greater depth, being more or less 
impregnated with iron, which has been washed out from some 
ferruginous rock some miles away, and other deleterious substances, 
but still useful. Lower down, the deposit becomes chalk-like in 
appearance ; it is smooth, and takes on a beautiful polish when 
rubbed. This is what is believed to be almost pure kaolin. It is 
said that it compares most favourably with the French and other 
qualities, and is suitable for pottery and the best work. The 
owners have had numerous tests made in various laboratories, both 
in South Africa and in England, and the similarity of results 
leaves no question as to the real value of the deposit. 

The facilities for working the area are good, as the railway 
practically cuts into the side of the deposit, while the slope of the 
hill, though presenting some initial difficulties and expense, will in 
the end be beneficial, as it will enable the clay to be moved by 
gravitation, and thus reduce the cost of handling and working. 
At the present time the earthworks have been completed for a 
tram-line of about 300 yards in length, which will transport the 
clay trom the mine to an excellent machinery site, where it can be 
manufactured. There is also a convenient place for a siding. 
Water is plentiful, and a washing area has been selected, while 
excavations have also been begun for a dam. 


= 
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FIJI. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary at Suva, in his report on Fiji for 
1907, recently published by the Colonial Office 
Gold and Copper. (Annual Reports, No. 580), states that no 
systematic attempt has as yet been made to 
prospect for minerals in that Colony, though traces of gold have 
been found on the islands of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu, and it is 
believed that copper exists on both these islands. 





FRANCE (MADAGASCAR): 


The “ Dépéche Coloniale” (Paris) of 30th October announces that 
Dissever in the south-east quarter of Madagascar an oil 
f an Oil A a bed has been discovered, the possibilities of 
oan vec. which are at present being investigated. 
Samples of oil have been sent to Paris for analysis. 





ITALY (SICILY). 


H.M. Embassy at Rome reports that the state cf uneasiness in the 

sulphur industry* continues to be acute 
Sulphur Industry. throughout Sicily and there appears to be great 

dissatisfaction with the prices fixed by the 
‘“Consorzio.” Conferences and meetings between the representa- 
tives of the sulphur refiners and producers and the Consorzio, as 
well as with the Minister of Agriculture were held, and it was 
agreed to resume temporarily the old list of prices and to appoint 
a commission to study the means of equalising the price of the 
different qualities in the different centres of the industry. The 
agitation, however, continues. The dispute is principally between 
Catania and the ports of Licata and Porto Empedocli. These 
latter ports owe their existence to the sulphur ore exported from 
them and they fear Catania may monopolise the trade. 





MEXICO. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 229-230 of the “ Board of 
eee Trade Journal” for 30th July last, relative to 
—— the Mexican mining industry and the proposed 
Mining Law. new mining law, H.M. Consul-General at 
Mexico City (Mr. C. &. W. Stringer) now reports that the Mexican 
Government have definitely decided to withdraw article i144, by 
which foreigners and foreign companies were to be prevented from 
acquiring mining properties in future in Mexico, from the proposed 
law, and to abandon the idea entirely. 








* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 25th June last, p. 656, and previous issues, 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The Melbourne ‘‘ Age” of 11th September states that a syndicate 
New has been formed in Melbourne to work a fibrous 
Fibre Tadastry growth known as Posidonia Australis, which 
‘covers an area many miles in extent in Spencer 
Gulf, South Australia, and often reaches within three or four feet 
of the surface of the water. Large samples have been raised and 
cleaned, and it is believed that the discovery will be of great 
commercial value. The fibre, which is similar to jute tow, is 
strong, is almost uninflammable, and absorbs dye very freely. 
Its use is suggested for the following:—Upholstery materials, 
woolpacks, corn sacks, ore bags, ropes, twine, mats, felting, 
tapestry, linoleum, packing, plaster making (instead of cow-hair), 
caulking ships, stuffing saddles, and as a general substitute for 
such articles as flock and kapok, or for cotton as a mixture with 
wool and silk. 

A British and American company have secured an area of five 
square miles, and an Adelaide company have obtained the rights 
to 16 square miles. The Melbourne syndicate holds 15 square 
miles, situated about 25 miles from Port Pirie. Reports received 
show that under four feet of water there is about 12 feet of fibre, 
which can be cheaply harvested. For this purpose the syndicate 
purposes to obtain a special dredge, on which there will be 
complete accommodation for washing, drying and packing. A 
series of tests will be made with the fibre to ascertain its exact 
value for different purposes, and there will probably be a public 
demonstration of its uses. 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
| from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 3lst October, 1908, were 

as follows :— 
Wheat ... fe ope . 9308. 8d. 
Barley ... ons Se oo. 278, Od. 
Oats... “ee ise eee 168. 11d. 
For further particulars see p. 286. 


A statement is published on p. 287, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
ani ~ a imported into the United Kingdom during the 

* week ended the 3lst October, 1908, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 
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QUEENSLAND. 


The following particulars are extracted from the Report for 1907 
of the Queensland Government Statistician on the Agricultural 
and Pastoral Statistics of that State :— 


The cultivation of cotton, which had been abandoned in 1899- 

1901, was resumed in 1902, eight acres being 

Cotton. planted in that year, followed by two acres in 

1903, 30 acres in 1904, 171 acres in 1905, 138 

acres in 1906, and 300 acres in 1907. From the last 109,294 lbs. 

of unginned cotton were obtained, an average of 364 lbs. per acre. 
More than half the area—152 acres—was cultivated at Cairns. 





The output of sugar last year established a record for the State, 
due to the very high saccharine contents of the 
Sugar. cane cut, especially at Ingham, Mourilyan, 
Ayr and Mackay, and yet the general results 
of the crop van hardly be considered satisfactory, both the areas 
cultivated and crushed being smaller than in the two immediateiy 
preceding seasons, whilst the tonnage of cane was also below that 
for 1906. The acreage under cane was 126,810 acres in 1907, 
against 133,284 in the previous year, a decrease of 6,474 acres. 
In the area crushed there were also decreases of 3,810 and 1,709 
acres in 1907 as compared with 1906 and 1905 respectively. The 
tonnage of cane cut last year exceeded that for 1905 by 249,283 
tons, but was 63,752 tons below the return obtained in 1906. The 
satisfactory feature of the season’s crop was the output of 188,307 
tons of sugar, the returns for the three previous years being—1904, 
147,688 tons; 1905, 152,722 tons; and 1906, 184,377 tons. Hach 
of the last three years has shown a consecutive advance, namely, 
in 1905, 5,034 tons; in 1906, 31,655 tons; and in 1907, 3,930 
tons. The return for 1907 was more than double that of 1908, 
when 91,828 tons of sugar were produced. 


Matters in connection with tobacco cultivation showed no improve- 
ment. A smaller area was planted, viz. 459 
Tobacco. acres, as against 666 acres in 1906, and a half- 
crop only was obtained, 2,442 cwts. as against 
6,454 ewts. Owing partly to grasshoppers destroying many of the 
young plants, and subsequently to the continued spell of dry 
weather decimating the beds prior to planting, the results were 
much below the average. The production of tobacco is practically 
confined to the Southern Downs in the districts of Inglewood and 
Texas. Under the Commonwealth Bounties Act of 1907, high- 
grade cigar leaf tobacco is to receive a bounty of 2d. per lb. for 
five years, if grown under the conditions provided by that Statute. 
The demand for tobacco in Queensland alone—not to mention 
Australia—is, of course, large, and at present chiefly met by 
importation. 
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QUEENSLAN D—continued. 


There was a considerable upward movement in connection with 

coffee cultivation during 1907. No doubt the 

Coffee. fact of its inclusion under the Federal Bounty 

Act, granting for eight years a bonus of 1d. per 

Ib., combined with the imposition of an import duty of 3d. per lb., 

will cause the increased interest to be maintained. ‘The total out- 

put in 1907 was 112,453 lbs., and the average yield for the whole 
State, 433 lbs. per acre. 





WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 


The Board of Trade Correspondent for Western Australia (Mr. 
J. F. Conigrave) reports, under date of 5th 
October, that the early part of the season was 
favourable for agricultural operations, and, in 
view of the large area which had been placed under cultivation 
with wheat, it was expected that Western Australia would reap a 
five million bushel harvest this year. Then a stretch of hot, dry 
weather supervened, which checked the young plants. They 
recovered under the rains which followed, but a succession of frosts 
again did much harm. Recently there have been light showers on 
the coast, which, if they extend inland will be of great benefit to 
the crops. The crops in the newly settled districts in the 
“ hinterland” of the previous agricultural areas are very favourably 
reported on, especially those sown early on fallowed land. 


Harvest 
Prospects. 





-_ 


FIJI. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary at Suva, in his report on Fiji for 
ioniuis 1907, recently published by the Colonial Office 
Taietiden (Ainual Reports, No. 580), states that the 
cultivation of sugar, copra, and green fruit 

(chiefly bananas) at present forms the staple agricultural industries 
of the Colony. There are six sugar mills in operation in the 
Colony. The total area of Jand under cane cultivation is estimated 
at 39,464 acres, from which 584,686 tons of sugar cane were produced. 
in 1907. The area under coconuts is estimated at 28,634 acres, 
but this represents European cultivation only, no returns of the 
area cultivated by natives being furnished. The total quantity of 
copra (the dried kernel of the coconut) exported during 1907 was 
11,290 tons, valued at £182,788. The area under bananas and 
pineapples was 3,477 ecres, but this does not include native culti- 
vation. Considerable areas of bananas are cultivated by natives, 
who sell their produce to European agents for shipment. An 
inspector of fruit was appointed in January, 1907, whose duty it is, 
under the Fruit Export Ordinance, to supervise the fruit export 
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trade. A considerable improvement in the quality of fruit exported 
has resulted from this appointment. 

There is stated to be a good opening in Fiji for the cultivation 
of such minor products as hemp, ginger, limes, spices, tobacco, dc. 
The cultivation of rubber has hitherto hardly been attempted, but 
the results obtained at the experimental stations, and on at least 
two plantations, indicate that«this valuable product can be success- 
fully cultivated. The growth of the existing trees shows that 
conditions are favourable to both the Paré and Ceara species, 
though the trees of the latter variety are more liable to damage 
from high winds. Large areas of land suitable for rubber cultiva- 
tion can be obtained at reasonable rates. 





FRANCE: 


The following report on the vintage in the Beaujolais country has 
dita been received from H.M. Consul at Lyons 

Beaujolais (Mr. E. R. E. Vicars) :— 

Vannage “The Beaujolais vintage is now over, with 
results varying very considerably according to the locality. 

“The Beaujolais country, though usually treated as a single 
district, consists in reality of three distinct parts, each one differing 
from the other two in many respects. ‘These sub-divisions are— 

“(1) The Bastard Beaujolais (Beaujolais Batard), lining the 
great Paris-Marseilles road, stretching westward up to the foot of 
the hills, and extending northward from just outside Lyons as far 
as Créches, close to Macon, where the Maconnais country begins. 

“(2) The hills from Lyons to Anse. 

“(3) The hills from Anse to Créches. 

“Taking these three districts in order—(1) The Bastard 
Beaujolais vintage has been very abundant—exceptionally so 
indeed, there being many cases where a vineyard has yielded as much 
as 80 barrels as against only 10 in 1907. ‘The wine, however, is 
unfortunately deficient in alcohol, and scarcely reaches from 6 to 
7 degrees of proof spirit—from 10 to 11 being a good average 
strength. The quality is thus very mediocre, and the deficiency in 
alcohol will prevent the wine from keeping. 

‘“‘(2) The vintage in the southern part of the true Beaujolais 
country (Lyons to Anse) is smaller in quantity than in the northern 
part by reason of the wet summer, which caused much damage to 
the vines. Nevertheless, the wine will be of good quality, though 
nothing out of the common. 

‘“‘(3) The northern half of the true Beaujolais (Anse to Créches) 
has had a good crop, abundant in quantity, and of superior quality, 
except in certain spots where disease—always very capricious’ in 
its. operations—has ravaged the vines. The white wine from this 
district will be especially fine, by reason of the extraordinarily 








278 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Nov. 5, 1908. 





Agriculture. 





i ee 





FRANC E—continued. 


warm and sunny weather at the end of September and the begin- 
ning of October. The red wines will be less remarkable, as the 
erapes which produce them ripen earlier, and were this year 
vintaged during the rains of the early autumn. All the same, the 
year has been a good one in this district from every point of view. 

“The total vintage of the Department of the Sadne-et-Loire 
(Beaujolais and Maconnais) for 1905 has been estimated at between 
1,700,000 and 2,000,000 hectolitres, as against 1,400,000 in 1907 
—a substantial increase which stands out in contrast to the heavy 
decline in the total yield of the whole of France, which is put at 
95,000,000 hectolitres as against 66,000,000 in 1907.” 


The British Vice-Consul at Caen (Mr. C. Hettier) reports with 
regard to small fruit culture in lower Normandy 
that cider apples are the great source of wealth 
for the country, which is admirably situated for 
exportation. The great facilities for traffic, the 
rapidity of transport by rail and several lines of steamers to England 
from Havre, Honfleur, Caen and Cherbourg have given a fresh 
impetus to this branch of agriculture. The number of trees 
planted is yearly increasing, and the 1908 crop is generally 
extremely abundant. Although the prices have not yet been 
established on a firm basis, it is generally understood that they 
will vary between 2°50 fr. and 3 fr. the hectolitre, which are very 
moderate. 

The ground occupied by small fruit culture is diminishing 
eradually, Honfleur being a remarkable exception, and the isolated 
attempts at Manueville and Ussy not having yet given sufficient 
returns for it to be known whether these examples will be followed. 
[t is to be considered also that the prices given in Paris for some 
of these fruits are generally higher than in London. For instance, 
all the cherries have been sent to Paris instead of London. 


Cider Apples and 
Small Fruit 
Culture. 





FRANCE (MADAGASCAR), 

The ** Dépéche Coloniale ” (Paris) of 31st October reports that the 

— yield of vanilla on the east coast of Madagascar, 

Coffee Yield principally in the district of Maroantsetra (north 

of Tamatave), has this year been most satisfac- 

tory both in quantity and quality. The same may be said of the 

coffee yield, which in some places has surpassed that of the previous 
year. 





PORTUGAL (ANGOLA). 


The following notes on the agricultural products of Angola have 
been received from the Acting British Consul at Loanda (Mr. H. A. 
Richards ) :— 
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PORTUGAL (ANGOLA)—continued. 


The defective mode of preparation of Angola rubber has 
caused its value in the Kuropean markets to 
Rubber. drop to an alarming extent, and the question of 
proper preparation is now being seriously con- 
sidered by the Governor-General. Experiments have been made 
on a Government plantation, resulting in a small parcel of rubber 
being sent home, which obtained 2s. 8d. per lb. as against 1s. to 
ls. 6d. previously obtained for the same class of rubber. The 
Governor-General also obtained from Colon and other rubber- 
producing centres, seeds of the best rubber plants, such as Para 
rubber (Heva braziliensis) and Ceara rubber (Manihot glaziovit). 
These seeds have been distributed to the local planters, who have 
met with considerable success since planting. 


The plantation owners are not attending to coffee so much as 
hitherto, owing to the low prices obtained, lack 
Coffee. of labour and difficulty of transport, to which 
must be added the heavy export duty: these 

obstacles are gradually killing the trade. 


The Governor-General is endeavouring to develop the exportation 
of the produce of all fibre-producing plants. 
Fibres. A trial shipment of kapok has been made to the 
United Kingdom. ‘There is plenty of this fibre 
to be obtained in the different districts, but at present the scarcity 
of labour and the difficulty of preparation stand in the way of its 
immediate success as a product for export; everything possible, 
however, is being done by the Government to overcome these 
obstacles. A few years ago an attempt was made to work up an 
export trade in the fibre of the baobab tree (Adasonia), which 
obtained a price of 61. per ton in Europe, but the attempt failed 
owing to heavy steamer and railway charges and Custom duties. 
Since then things have slightly changed for the better; the 
Government are now taking a keen interest and encouraging all 
attempts to develop the natural resources of the country. 


The export of cotton is on the increase, and the Government are 
assisting the growers by supplying them with 

Cotton. seed from America and Egypt, and by an issue 

from the Government press of a Portuguese 

translation of the “ A.B.C. of Cotton Growing.” ‘The Government 
have also established an experimental station near the River Bengo, 
where experiments are being made in planting, ginning and in the 
preparation of oil cake from the seed. 
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Agriculture. 





PORTUGAL (ANGOLA) —continuid. 
It is feared that now that the sale of rum is prohibited, in 
accordance with the Brussels Liquor Convention 
of 1906, the growth of the sugar cane will be 
seriously affected, as it was from the rum that 
the growers obtained their greatest profit; they are now discussing 
what they should grow in the place of the cane. 


Sugar. 





ITALY (SICILY). 
The British Vice-Consul at Marsala (Mr. C. F. Gray) reports that 
Olive Crop of the olive crop in the Province of Trapani this 
Seed year is the worst there has been for a great 
number of years, and is considerably less 
than last year, as, owing to the continued drought and the ravages 
of the olive worm or fly, the olives were not properly developed, 
and were, with scarcely any exception, nothing but skin and 
kernel, ‘The price of fairly good green olives is double what it 
has been in previous years. ‘lhe price of last year’s edible oil is 
at present (28th October) about 7s. per gallon, and the poor 
quality for burning is about 6s. per gallon. 


TURKEY: 

With reference to the notice on pp. 183-4 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 22nd October, relative to the 
tobacco crops in the districts of Salonica, 
Cavalla and Adrianople, H.M. Consul-General 
at Salonica (Mr. H. H. Lamb) now reports that the amount of 
tobacco produced in the Cavalla district during the year 1907 was 
9,038,000 okes (about 11,292 tons) of the qualities known as 
Basmas, and 4,010,000 okes (about 5,012 tons) of the qualities 
known as Bashi Baghis—a total of 13,048,000 okes (about 16,304 
tons). The production in 1906 amounted to 8,873 tons and 4,209 
tons for the two classes respectively, a total of 13,082 tons. The 
yield of 1908 is expected to prove from 40 to 00 per cent. inferior 
to that of 1907, and so may be estimated to produce not more 
than 10,000 tons. Though it is yet (24th October) impossible to 
form any decided opinion in regard to its quality, Mr. Lamb is 
informed that it is generally anticipated that this year’s crop will 
prove superior to the last, and there is, therefore, no doubt that 
prices will tend to advance. As very little of the Cavalla tobacco 
is retained for internal consumption, the greater part of the 1907 
crop is still in the hands of the exporters, the only important 
order that has as yet been executed being one for about 120,000. 
recently placed on account of the Roumanian Régie. 

H.M. Consul at Smyrna (Mr. H. D. Barnham, C.M.G.,) reports 
that the tobacco crop in that district for 1908 amounted to 
1,500,000 kilograms, being 500,000 kilograms less than the 1907 
crop, but of better quality, prices being 20 to 30 per cent, higher. 





Tobacco Crops. 
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Agriculture. 


MEXICO (STATE OF VERACRUZ). 
H.M. Consul-General at Mexico (Mr. C. E. W. Stringer) has 


forwarded a cutting from the ‘“ Mexican 
Coffee and Fruit. Herald” of the 10th October, relative to the 

coffee and fruit industries in the State of 
Veracruz. It is stated that the coffee crop there this season will 
be the largest ever produced by the planters of that State. The 
entire district is in a very prosperous condition and a number of 
buyers are now permanently stationed there by European and 
American coffee brokers. 

Great interest is also being taken in fruit raising in Veracruz, 
and for the past six years the fruit industry has been steadily 
increasing. It is larger now than ever before, and Veracruz mer- 
chants have already built up a fruit trade of no mean proportions. 
It is claimed that its culture is more profitable than that of coffee, 
and there is every reason to believe that in a short time much of 
the land now under coffee will be put under fruit. 





CHINA. 


With reference to the notices that have appeared in recent issues 

of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” regarding the 

Rice Prospects. condition and prospects of the Chinese rice 

crops, a communication has now been received 

from H.M. Consul at Chinkiang (Mr. G. D. Pitzipios), dated 8th 

September, stating that there had recently been little rain in that 

district, hot sunny weather prevailing, and that though the crops 

on the north bank of the river had suffered a certain amount of 

damage from high winds, yet the prospects were fair, and a seven 
to eight-tenths crop was anticipated. 

H.M. Consul at Changsha (Mr. W. M. Hewlett) reports, under 
date 22nd September, that the rice crop of the province of Hunan 
this year represents what the natives call a 60 per cent. crop, com- 
pared with an 85 percent. crop last year. ‘The first shipments 
were to leave the port very shortly, but in many parts of the 
province the full crop had not then been harvested. 

The Acting British Consul at Wuchow (Mr. H. J. Harding) 
writes under date of 30th September :—The autumn rice crop of 
the province gives every promise of being an exceedingly good 
one. The probabilities are that it will be what the Chinese call a 
‘“ nine-tenths” or even a “ten-tenths” crop. The export of rice 
is now permitted, on condition that whenever the price locally 
rises above 5 dols. per picul the local Chamber of Commerce at 
Wuchow will sell it at the above price to those who want it. The 
price of the best rice is now about 5°40 or 5°60 dols. a picul, but 
as middle quality rice is only about 4°60 dols. and poor quality 
rice cheaper still, the export is at present allowed. 

Picul = 1332 Ibs. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 29th October, 1908, 


Cotton Statistics. was 99,872 (including 557 bales British East 


African), and the number imported during the 
forty-four weeks ended the 29th October was 2,767,080 (including 
8,279 bales British West Indian, 6,590 bales British West African, 
8,546 bales British Hast African, and 164 bales foreign Kast 
African). ‘The number of bales exported during the week ended 
the 29th October was 7,784 and during the forty-four weeks, 
351,993. 

For further details see p. 286. 





EGYPT (SUDAN.) 

The “Sudan Gazette” of 8th October publishes a proclamation 

of the Governor-General by the provisions of 
Trading Permits. which no persons are allowed to trade in the 

following districts without a trading permit :— 
Bahr-el-Ghazal Province, Mongalla Province, Upper Nile Province 
and Kordofan Province (West of Nahud). Permits to trade in 
the districts named may be obtained from the Civil Secretary, and 
from the Governors of the respective provinces. 





ITALY (SICILY). 


The Acting British Consul at Palermo (Mr. W. A. Morrison) 
Prohibition of forwards the following translation of a new 
Use of Harbour municipal regulation at Messina:—“ It is 
Water at Messina prohibited to use water from the harbour for 

washing alimentary goods, for salting citrus, 


Pevhaiantyog and for any other purpose in which the water 
my. comes into contact with goods to be used as 
food. 


“Anyone infringing this law will be dealt with by the 
judicial authorities.” 





TURKEY: 


In the commercial report of the Austrian Consul at Monastir for 
the year 1907 it is stated that, owing to the 
rare visits paid to that district by European 
travellers, most of the business is done through 
Constantinople and Salonica, to which towns 
some of the wholesale merchants journey from time to time. 
European travellers, continues the report, would be therefore not 
only welcome in Monastir, but direct business relations with 
foreign exporters would obviously stimulate trade ; firstly, because 


Commercial 
Travellers 
in Monastir. 
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Miscellaneous. 





TURKE Y—continued. 


the expense of journeying to Constantinople and Salonica would 
be avoided, and secondly, because the being able to select first 
hand from manufacturers’ samples would create a keener interest 
in buying. 





The ‘ Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople” of 
DA, - 7... 2 
Turkish Customs’ 24th October states that His Excellency Raif 
Pacha has just addressed to the Constantinople 
Officials and _ 
Po Be Chamber of Commerce a notice setting forth 
Bakshish. ; 
that rigorous measures have been taken to 
eradicate the inveterate habit on the part of Turkish Customs 
officers of receiving bakshish. His Excellency declares, continues 
the announcement, that henceforth no Customs employé will be 
allowed to accept tips, and moreover arrangements have been duly 
made in order to ensure despatch and care in Customs operations 
generally. ‘To assist in bringing this about it is hoped that mer- 
chants will on their side observe strictly the new conditions and 
report to the proper authorities any case which is at variance 
therewith. 





SIAM. 
The Acting British Consul at Bangkok (Mr. W. N. Dunn) 


forwards an extract from the ‘ Bangkok 

Kohsichang and sal - a mea relative to the 

Bangkok. aying of a cable between the outer anchorage 

at Kohsichang and Bangkok. The cable, 

which was laid on 21st September, was manufactured at 

Singapore. The core consists of seven thin copper wires covered 

with gutta-percha, over which are several layers of hemp, the 
armature consisting of a number of stout steel wires. 


Cable between 





CHINA. 


The following observations on commercial conditions at Ichang 
have been received from H.M. Consul there 
Trade of Ichang. (Mr. H. A. Little) :— 

“The trade of the district is insignificant, 
and the port of Ichang owes its importance to its position as the 
limit of steam navigation and the place of transhipment of goods 
to and from Ssuchuan. The value of this trade is somewhat 
difficult to estimate with precision owing to the several methods of 
transport and the existence of two sets of customs authorities. A 
part of the steamer-borne cargo proceeds up river by likin junks 
and appears to be included in the statistics of the Imperial Mari- 
time Customs as imports and apparently again as exports in the 
statistics of the native customs. In the same way some of the , 
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Miscellaneous. 





CHIN A—continued. 


exports appear to be counted twice over. Further, transhipment 
cargo, that is cargo consigned direct to merchants at other ports, 
is not now included at all in the returns of the Maritime Customs 
here. 

“ After making allowance for these factors the value of the 
local and transit trade of Ichang may be put down at 9,000,0000. 
and 10,000,0001. Of the production and consumption of the 
district, the limits of which are not clearly defined, no reliable 
estimate can be made, as a part of the net imports subse- 
quently goes to Ssuchuan: part of the exports of local origin 
(so-called) really also comes from that province, and a con- 
siderable amount of the chief local product—vegetable tallow 
—is exported from various riverside ports by junk, and is not 
included in the statistics at all. The consumption of foreign goods 
is probably between 50,000/. and 100,000/., and consists mainly of 
yarn and the usual cotton piece-goods, kerosene oil and fancy 
goods. These last seem to find their way into the remotest parts, 
for I have frequently seen on lonely mountain roads pedlars carry- 
ing buttons, thread, mirrors, hair ornaments, tooth brushes, per- 
fumes and such like things. The consumption of native produce 
from other provinces is also small. The chief articles are sugar, 
tobacco, firewood, medicines, opium and salt from Ssuchuan, iron 
cooking usensils, timber, coffins, paper, crockery, rice and varnish- 
ing oil from Hunan. 

“There are no large importing firms in Ichang, supplies being 
obtained by the shops from Hankow and Shanghai in small quan- 
tities as required. Exports are dealt with in the same way, being 
consigned to Hankow merchants. ‘There is no direct trade with 
foreign countries. There are three wholesale shops with a capital 
of 5,000 to 6,000 taels (say 700/. to 800/.), and the rest are retail 
dealers with a capital ranging from 200 or 300 to 2,000 or 3,000 
taels. There are four steamship agents (two British, one Chinese 
and one Japartese), but only one of these does any general business, 
and that is confined to Hong-Kong sugar. One British firm does 
a small forwarding business and handles the Lung Wang Tung 
coal from Ssuchuan, another (Chinese agent) is engaged in the 
chartered junk shipping business, and a Hankow British firm has 
a native agent for the purchase of hides. An American firm has 
an oil godown where considerable stocks of kerosene are kept. 
There are two or three small stores which sell foreign wines and 
stores of inferior quality, but most things required by foreigners 
have to be obtained from Hankow or Shanghai. The Ssuchuan 
merchants keep agents to receive and forward goods, and it is 
through these agents that the steamers get their cargo, each com- 


pany having an agent connected with it. Steamer-borne cargo for 
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Miscellaneous. 





CHINA —continued. 


Ssuchuan is mostly conveyed in junks chartered by the shipping 
companies for the agents, whilst other cargo goes forward by likin 
boats. 

“ NotE.— Chartered junks are native boats chartered by 
foreigners under the Chungking Convention for the conveyance of 
merchandise to and from Chungking, and come under the cognis- 
ance of the Maritime Customs. They may also be chartered under 
the Yangtze Regulations, but, in that case, the cargo must be 
foreign-owned.” 





MANCHURIA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Mukden has forwarded an 
extract from the “ Japan Chronicle” of 21st 
August, stating that several sugar enterprises 
are about to be inaugurated in Manchuria and 
on the borders of Russia. It is stated that the general conditions 
are very favourable to the new enterprises, and that large areas 
most suitable for beet cultivation are available at low prices. Ex- 
periments have shown that the beets grown there yield from 25 to 
30 per cent. of sugar, which is nearly double the average yield in 
Europe. Manual labour is plentiful and cheap, while, as the culti- 
vation will be carried on in proximity to the railway, the cost of 
transport will not be very high. 

The Acting Consul-General states that, so far as he can learn, 
no sugar is manufactured in Manchuria at present, nor does 
beet figure as an export in the published Customs returns. 
It seems certain, however, that beet is being grown in the Kirin 
Province. The Manchurian sugar market is at present supplied 
from three sources :—Japanese cane sugar, cane sugar from the 
British refineries at Hongkong, and the native sugar produced in 
the vicinity of Swatow. 


Projected Sugar 
Industry. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 44 weeks ended 
29th October, 1908 :— 























Week ended | *% Y°EK* || week endea| 44 Weeks 
a 29th Oct., | oot o, 29th Oct.. | 5 CBee. 
1908 9th Oct., 1908 29th Oct., 
, 1908. y 1908. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American 92,619 2,175,181 5,706 219,569 
Brazilian 100 20,156 — 2,460 
Kast Indian ... 759 117,310 575 47,935 
Kgyptian 5,628 335,080 1,111 77,207 
Miscellaneous 766* 119,353+ 392 4,822 
Total 99,872 2,767,080 7,784 351,993 




















* Including 557 bales British East African. 
+ Including 8,279 bales British West Indian, 6,590 bales British West African, 
8,546 bales British East African, and 164 bales foreign Kast African. 
NoTeE.—Cotton ‘tin transit” or “for transhipment under bond,” 7 described 


as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return, 


_- 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 31st October, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 











Week ended 3ist October, 1908 


Corresponding week in— 
1901 ... ae — 


1902 ... 


1903 ... 
1904 ... 


1905 ... 
1906 ... 


1907 ... 











Wheat. Barley, Oats. 
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* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 31st October, 1908, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 





| Week ended Correspond- 
dist Oct., | ing Week in 


























1908. 1907. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ese -».| Number. 5.634 8,826 
Sheep and lambs ‘ie ete pee nie - 1,726 4,196 
Swine eee eee eee eee eee eee ” “a — 
Horses eee eee eee see eee o- | rT) 377 327 
Fresh meat :— | | 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ... Cwts. | 136,328 87,497 
Mutton - o 99 seed a | 70,159 54,038 
Pork 7 Me a? ae 7 | 18,799 13,026 
Salted or preserved meat :— | 
Bacon see eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 81,765 90,106 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee eee ’ 2.408 2 904 
_—— eee eae eee eee eee @ear e | — 19,896 
or eee eee eee eee eee eee | sb: Z 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... eos one 7 | 21,657 13,499 
- - salted ... one nal < | 1,325 1,498 
» preserved otherwise than by salting - | 10,868 20,849 
(including tinned and canned) | | 
Luiry produce and substitutes :— 
Butter... ove eee eee ove eee Cwts. 67,695 66,565 
Margarine eee eee eee eee eee 9 14,556 17,106 
Cheese eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 34,021 78 870 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums o0e oes - — a 
33 cream eee eee eee eee eee b 96 63 
» condensed cee eee eee ese - 20,322 19,783 
»» preserved, other kinds... 006 eo m 35 53 
Eggs see eee eve eve cee .--| Grt. Hundr. 384,167 492,157 
Poultry eee eee eee eee eee eee Value £ eee 4,389 
Game cee oce ose 400 oes one 3,1 4,482 
Rabbits, dead (fresh andfrozen) ...  ...| Owts. 15,647 45,580 
Lard _ ons eve coe cee ” 41,604 35,314 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— x 
Wheat ... one cee cee one ann Cwts, 1,776,300 1,615,700 
Wheat meal and flour eee eee ond - 284,700 446,600 
Barley eee eee eee eee ees eee 99 608,900 §61,900 
Oats eee eee eee eee eee eee 99 394,600 270,2 
— eee eee eee see eee eee 93 “aan er 
eans =... on _ ene _ ~ : ; 
Maize orIndian corn ... =a. eco 635,300 1,127,600 
Fruit, raw :— 
(i a eee 117,863 180,860 
Apricots and peaches ... ove se on , —_ 145 
Bananas ... eee cee aon eee sae Bunches. 126,509 139,145 
Cherries ... one see web ces dan Cwts. _ _— 
Currants eee eee eee eee eee eee ” —— — 
Gooseberries eee eee eee eee eee ny —s — 
Grapes eee eee eee eee eee eee $9 77,583 78,309 
Lemons ... eee a ove coe va - 14,888 12,156 
Oranges ... coe eve ec oe ee ee 20,350 24,430 
— one eee cee cee ove ane me 19,384 —— 
ums... we see ee ina a , ote 
Strawberries... _ see ose eee | —_ — 
Unenumerated ... vee - one om i na 5,948 3,623 
Hay ... ove eee eve din on «| “Sal 634 1,079 
Straw a ei is _ — onal ss 25 | 1,858 
Moss litter | He | 1,202 | 1,260 
ops sa ae aR dale Cwts. | 6,894 | 7,668 
Locust beans ni bin ite -_ ad ia 10,865 | 30,000 
Vegetables, raw :— | | | 
Onions ... - ee ~ one | Bushell: 130,423 | 227,074 
Aa one ie M ae la Cwte 35,456 | 260,917 
omatoes me — vad ‘tie pon 12,186 13,990 
Unenumerated ... eee one _ | Value £ 3,815 3,165 
Vegetables, dried ... oe aoe one een Owts, 3,983 13,086 











reserved by canning ... oni , 4,172 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of September, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7 th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. 4d. per copy, either directly or ron any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, H.0., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the ‘‘ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 

BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the October 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in September; Labour Dis- 
putes and Conciliation and Arbitration Boards in 1907; Trades 
Union Congress; Factory Labour in India; Swiss Industrial 
Census of August, 1905; and Recent Conciliation Cases. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS 

The following is a réswmé of the contents of Consular Reports 

of the Annual Series issued during the past week :— 


No. 4,146. Trade of the Consular District of Casablanca in 1907. 


General conditions, roads, Agricuitural prospects. 
hotels, shops, &c. Imports and exports. 
Shipping and _ coastwise Currency, weights and mea- 
trade; harbours and shipping sures. 
facilities. Sketch map. 


Reports by Vice-Consuls at Rabat, Mazagan, Saffi and Mogador. 
No. 4,150. Trade of Wenchow in 1907. 
Import and export trade. Shipping and junk trade. 








* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 


* 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,151. Trade of Nagasaki in 1907. 


Import and export trace. Fisheries exhibition. 
Shipping, shipbuilding and Sketch map. 


docking ; Port of Omuta. 


No. 4,152. Foreign Trade of China in 1907. 


Commercial conditions; ex- New ports. 
change rates; coinage. River conservancy operations 
Imports, exports and ship- at Tientsin and Shanghai. 
ping. Trade-marks. 
Customs revenue. Suggestions to British 
Telegraphs, posts, railways traders. 


and mining. 


No. 4,153. Trade of the Consular District of Bilbao in 1907. 


Trade in iron, coal, tin, cop- Harbour and river improve- 

per and chemical manures. ments ; new lighthouse. 
Railway construction. Agricultural industries. 
Manufacturing industzies. Sketch map. 


Reports by Vice-Consuls at Santander, San Sebastian and 
Pasajes, and Castro-Urdiales. 


No. 4,154. Supplementary Report on the Trade of Brazil in 1907. 


Commercial conditions and Janeiro; “Centro” of foreign 
prospects. shipping. 

Import and export trade. Cotton industry. 

Shipping services; lack of Railway construction. 
shipping tacilities at Rio de Rio de Janeiro water supply. 


National Exhibition. 


No. 4,155. Trade of the Consular District of Riga in 1907. 
Import and export trade. Public works. 
Shipping and freights. Sketch map. 
Reports by Vice-Consuls at Libau, Windau and Pernau. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Railway Returns. Returns of the Cajrtal, Traffic, Receipts and 
Working Lapenditure of the Railway Companies of the United King- 
dom for the year 1907. {Cd. 4,257.|] Price 1s. 3d. 


This publication is prepared annually inthe Commercial, Labour 
and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade from the returns 
furnished to the Board of Trade by the various railway companies 
of the United Kingdom under the Regulation of Railways Act, 
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Government Publications. 
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1871, and the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, in respect of 
their capital, traffic, receipts and expenditure. ‘The returns are 
preceded by a report comparing the statistics for 1907 with those 
for previous years, and indicating the principal results of the 
comparisons. A preliminary statement of the more important 
particulars of railway capital, traffic, &c., was issued by the Board 
of Trade in June last and was noticed on p. 523 of the “‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 4th June. 

Abstructs of the Returns made to the Board of Trade of Shipping 
Casualties which occurred on or near the coasts; or in rivers and 
harbours of the United Kingdom from the 1st July, 1906, to the 30th 
June, 1907. [Cd. 4229.] Price 4s. 7d. 

This return, which is published annually by the Marine Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, shows that in the twelve months 
from Ist July, 1906 to 50th June, 1907, the number of British 
vessels (sailing and steam) totally lost at sea was 349, their 
tonnage being 147,654. In the same period 762 lives were lost at 
sea by wrecks of and casualties to vessels belonging to the United 
Kingdom, 648 being crew, and 114 passengers and others. 


Passengers to and from places out of Europe, September. [Cd. 
3,972-VIII.] Price 4d. 

This return shows the numbers and nationalities of the pas- 
sengers that left, or arrived in, the United Kingdom for or from 
places out of Hurope, and the net balance of such passengers 
outward or inward, during the month and nine months ended the 
30th September, 1908, compared with the corresponding periods 
in 1907. 

During the nine months ended the 30th September, 1908, the total 
number (provisional) of passengers that left the United Kingdom 
for places out of Europe was 302,168, as compared with 506,374 
during the corresponding period of 1907, and the total number 
(provisional) that arrived in the United Kingdom from places out 
of Europe during the first nine months of 1908, was 278,011, as 
compared with 213,795 during the corresponding period of 1907. 
The balance of the total movement shows that the number of pas- 
sengers that left the United Kingdom for places out of Europe 
exceeded the number of passengers that arrived i the United 
Kingdom from places out of Europe by 24,152 during the first nine 
months of 1908, while during the corresponding period of 1907 the 
number of passengers that left the United Kingdom for places out 
of Kurope exceeded the number that arrwed im the United 
Kingdom from places out of Hurope by 292,579. 
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Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. ‘The ‘‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 
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COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


New Zealand.—A Commercial Department is established at the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 13, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., where information respecting the agricultural, pastoral, 
mining and other resources of the Dominion, and _ particulars 
concerning trade and industries, tariff regulations and commercial 
statistics can be obtained. Permanent exhibits of New Zealand 
products are maintained for public inspection both at the Imperial 
Institute and the Crystal Palace. 

Queensland. The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products of the country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. ‘This Department will supply. free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—T'he Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies. free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural prcducts, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 























